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SUB J : CIV AIR: CONCORDE 

1 . INTERNATIONAL HERALD TRIBUNE JAN. 12 CARRIES 
LONG UPI ARTICLE UNDER WASHINGTON DATELINE 
REPORTING STATEMENTS BY LEYDEN, PRESIDENT OF US 
PROFESSIONAL AIR TRAFFIC CONTROLLERS, URGING 
CONCORDE BE BANNED FROM US FOR SAFETY REASONS 
BECAUSE OF INADEQUATE FUEL RESERVES AND LIKELY 
DISRUPTION OF US AIR TRAFFIC CONTROL PROCEDURES. 

2. LE MONDE ISSUE ON SALE AFTERNOON JAN. 12 ALSO 
REPORTS ABOVE STORY. NOTING THAT ABOVE ALLEGATIONS 
HAVE ALREADY BEEN REFUTED IN PAST BY CONCORDE 
CONSTRUCTORS AND BY FAA IN ITS EIS. 

3. AFP CARRIED ITEM JAN. 12 REPORTING THAT FRENCH 
NATIONAL SYNDICATE OF AIR TRAFFIC CONTROLLERS HAD 
SENT TELEGRAM TO LEYDEN ASKING FOR FULL TEXT OF HIS 
REMARKS AS WELL AS CERTAIN ADDITIONAL DETAILS, 

I.E., AVERAGE DELAYS ENCOUNTERED FOR LANDINGS AT 
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SATURATION OF AIR SPACE. 

4. IN BRIEF COMMENTARY SUPPLEMENTING ITS NEWS 
ARTICLE, LE MONDE WRITES THAT THUS FAR FAA HAS 
BASED ITS JUDGEMENT ON SAFETY FACTORS RE CONCORDE 
ON DATA SUPPLIED BY FRANCE AND UK. HOWEVER, IN THE 
EVENT A US CARRIER WERE TO WANT TO OPERATE CONCORDE, 
CONTINUES LE MONDE, FAA WOULD RESERVE THE RIGHT TO 
TAKE ANOTHER HARD LOOK AT THE DATA, WHICH WOULD 
RISK OPENING A NEW CHAPTER IN A NEW "TRIAL" OF CONCORDE. 

5. COMMENT: IT IS NOT CLEAR FROM PARA 4 COMMENTARY 
ABOVE WHETHER LE MONDE IS AWARE THAT FAA WORK ON 
US-TYPE CERTIFICATION OF CONCORDE IS 

ALREADY VERY ADVANCED. ANYWAY, IT IS OUR UNDER- 
STANDING THAT SHOULD FRENCH AND BRITISH PERSIST IN 
SEEKING US-TYPE CERTIFICATION FOR CONCORDE 
ANOTHER EIS WOULD HAVE TO BE PREPARED FOCUSING ON 
THAT SPECIFIC FEDERAL ACTION, BUT THE QUESTION 
OF FUEL RESERVES WOULD PROBABLY COME UNDER REALLY 
INTENSIVE SCRUTINY ONLY THEREAFTER IN CONJUNCTION 
WITH AMENDMENT OF US CARRIER OP SPECS FOR USE OF 
CONCORDE ON SPECIFIC ROUTES. 
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